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— Professor C. E. Hamlin, assistant in charge of the Mollusca 
of the Museum of Comparative Zoology at Cambridge, died 
January 3d. He formerly held the chair of natural history at 
Waterville College, Maine. 

— N. Joly, a well-known French zoologist, died October 17, 
at Toulouse. 

— Mr. S. H. Scudder has retired from the editorial manage- 
ment of Science, which is now edited by Mr. N. D. C. Hodges. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES. 

Society of Naturalists Eastern U. S., Dec. 29-30. — This 
active society numbers 130 working naturalists and geologists, 
and was organized for the discussion of methods of investigation 
and instruction, laboratory technique and museum administration, 
and other topics of interest to investigators and teachers of natu- 
ral science. Membership is restricted to those who have done 
original work. The meeting was held at Boston, and was cer- 
tainly not inferior in interest to those previously held. 

The society chose as officers for the following year : President, 
G. K. Gilbert, of Washington ; vice-presidents, Professor E. D. 
Cope and Dr. Harrison Allen, of Philadelphia, and Professor 
George L. Goodale, of Cambridge ; secretary, S. F. Clarke, of 
Williams College ; treasurer, Charles A. Ashburner, of Philadel- 
phia ; executive committee, Professor R. Ramsay Wright, of 
Toronto, Dr. C. S. Minot, of Boston. 

Gilbert, G. K. Opening address. 

Morse, E. S. On museum cases. 

Bowditch, It. P. Demonstration of vaso-motor experiments. 

Bowditch, H. P. Exhibition of model of the eye. 

Wilder, B. G. On the use of alinjected sheep hearts in class practicums. 

Wilder, B. G. Illustrations of the advantages of alinjection, vascular and visceral, 

in preserving material for dissection for class practicums and for permanent 

preparations. 
Dwight, Thomas. Modern anatomical methods. 
Mixter, S. J. Exhibition of injections. 
Ernst, H. C. Cultivation of micro-organisms. 

Davis, W. M. Methods of observing thunderstorms and discussing the results. 
Warren, J. W. Demonstration of reaction time apparatus. 
Warren, J. W. A simplified demonstration of the reaction of saliva. 
Wright, R. R. Improvement on rocking microtome. 
Wright, R. R. Photography as an aid to natural history illustration. 
Gage, S. H. Dunnington's method of making colored diagrams, with modifications. 
Wilder, B. G. Exhibition of preparations illustrating certain branch and class 

characters. 
Oliver, Chas. A. Apparatus for the investigation of the color sense. 
Comstock, J. H. A new method of arranging entomological collections. 
Allen, Harrison. Exhibition of photographs in illustration of animal locomotion. 
Wadsworth, M. E. Laboratory instruction in mineralogy. 
Kingsley, J. S. Some photographic processes of illustration. 
Hyatt, A. Museology. 
Crosby, W. O. Arrangement of mineralogical collections of B. S. N. II. 
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Davis, W. M. Geological sections illustrating rate of deposit and thickness of 

formations. 
Whitman, C. O. Osmic acid and Merkel's fluid in embryological research. 
Farlow, W. G. Teaching biology at college. 
Davis, W. M. On the use of models for instruction in geology. 
Minot, C. S. Some improvements in histological technique. 
Goodale, G. L. Exhibition of botanical physiological apparatus. 

American Philosophical Society, May i, 1885. — Dr. H. 
Allen made a communication on the tarsus of bats, etc. 

May 1 5. —Professor H. C. Lewis presented an account of the 
great trap-dyke across S. E. Pennsylvania. 

June 19. — Dr. A. S. Gatschet presented a paper on the Bcet- 
heek Indians, with a vocabulary. Professor Cope presented a 
second continuation of researches among the Batrachia of the 
coal regions of Ohio ; also a paper by Dr. A. C. Stokes, of New- 
ton, N. Y., on some new hypotrichous Infusoria. 

July 17. — Professor D. Kirkwood, of Bloomington, Indiana, pre- 
sented a communication on the comet of 1866 and the meteors of 
November 14. 

October 2. — Dr. F. A. Genth presented contributions from the 
laboratory of the University of Pennsylvania, xxiv — contributions 
to mineralogy. Dr. D. G. Brinton presented Polysynthesis and 
incorporation as characteristics of American languages. Dr. 
F. S. Kraus (Vienna) sent in a paper entitled Aus Bosneen en 
Herzegovina. Professor E. D. Cope presented a catalogue of the 
species of Batrachia and reptiles contained in a collection made at 
Pebas, Upper Amazon, by Mr. Hawkwell. 

Oct. 16. — Professor Cope presented for the Transactions a paper 
on the species of Iguanidse ; and also for the Proceedings (1) a 
paper on the structure and affinities of the species of fishes from 
the Eocene of Wyoming Territory ; (2) a report on the coal de- 
posits near Zaculatipan, Hidalgo, Mexico ; (3) an account of the 
structure of the brain and auditory apparatus of a theromorphous 
reptile. 

Professor Houston made a statement as to the effect of the late 
explosion of 285,000 pounds of dynamite at Flood Rock, Hell 
Gate, N. Y., stating that in his opinion earthquakes were pro- 
duced by the cooling of a heated surface. 

November 20. — Dr. Brinton presented a paper on the Mangue 
language. 

Professor Cope sent in a 13th contribution to the herpetology 
of tropical America. 

Professor Houston sent a communication upon photography in a 
lightning flash during the storm of October 29, 1885, and ex- 
hibited the negatives and photographs. 

Dr. Frazer presented a resume of the proceedings of the recent In- 
ternational Congress of Geologists at Berlin, which he had attended 
as a delegate from the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science, with other American scientists. Dr. Frazer 
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exhibited a device for printing boundary lines automatically ; also 
a track chart of the North Atlantic. Dr. Frazer also drew atten- 
tion to the Geological and Geographical Dictionary of Sig. Villa- 
nova, of Pisa. 

December 4. — Dr. Frazer presented a resume of the geology 
of York county, Pa. 

Professor Cope read a paper on the physical conditions of 
memory. 

Biological Society of Washington, Nov. 14. — Communica- 
tions : Mr. Richard Rathbun, Remarks on the Wood's Holl sta- 
tion of the U. S. Fish Commission ; Dr. W. S. Barnard, Specimen- 
mounting case and method ; Mr. John A. Ryder, A new and 
practical system of raising oysters on a large scale ; Mr. Fred- 
erick True, On a spotted dolphin apparently identical with the 
Prodelphinus doris of Gray. 

Nov. 28. — Communications: Dr. Theobald Smith, A simple 
device for storing cover-glass preparations illustrative of bacterial 
disease; Dr. W. S. Barnard, 1. Environmental digestion; 2. Spe- 
cimen mount: tube-holders, labels and stoppers; Dr. C. Hart 
Merriam, The work of the U. S. Department of Agriculture in 
economic ornithology; Mr. Charles D. Walcott, Evidence of the 
loss of vital force in certain trilobites on approaching extinction ; 
Mr. Frederick True, A new study of the American pocket rats ; 
genus Dipodomys. 

Dec. 26. — Dr. C.Hart Merriam, Contributions to North Ameri- 
can mammalogy. 1. The genus Tamias; Mr. F. H. Knowlton, 
Multiplication in the Gyncecium of Datura stramonium L.; Pro- 
fessor O. T. Mason, Mutilations of the human body. 

American Ornithologist Union. — The annual meeting took 
place at the American Museum of Natural History, in New York. 
The session opened on Tuesday, Nov. 17, and lasted two days. 
Among the members present were Messrs. J. A. Allen, R. Ridg- 
way, W. Brewster, W. W. Cooke, O. Widmann, Dr. C. H. Mer- 
riam, A. K. Fisher, H. A. Purdie, and E. P. Bicknell. A number 
of papers of very great interest were read, and there was much 
discussion of knotty points in ornithology. One of the most in- 
teresting features of the meeting was the account by Mr. Brewster 
of his observations carried on at lighthouses during the season of 
migration. By means of these observations the speaker had 
penetrated deeper into some of the secrets in the life of the small 
night- migrating birds than any one else has yet done. His 
account of what he saw was most entertaining and valuable, and 
opens a new chapter in the history of our birds. The next 
annual meeting will be held in Washington, D. C. 

LinnjEAN Society, Lancaster, Pa., Nov. 28. — Dr. S. S. Rathvon 
read a highly interesting paper on the Hessian fly and allied in- 
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sects. Dr. J. H. Dubbs read a paper on arrows and arrow 
makers. The paper was accompanied by a letter from A. F. Ber- 
lin, of Allentown, Pa., and illustrated by specimens of darts and 
arrowheads in stone made by Mr. Berlin by the process described 
in the letter. Dr. T. C. Porter stated that the Lancaster county 
herbarium of the society needed arranging, and that the plants 
should be poisoned in order to preserve them from destruction by 
the museum pest. He offered to defray the expense incident 
thereto, if the members would do the actual working part of the 
undertaking. The doctor's generous offer was accepted, and Pro- 
fessor J. S. Stahr, C. A. Heinitsh, and Mrs Zell, were appointed a 
committee to arrange and poison the specimens in the herbarium. 
Dr. Porter further stated that he intends revising the list of the 
flora of the county, correcting the nomenclature of the same and 
adding the new plants discovered thereto, and that when com- 
pleted he will place the list in the hands of the society for publi- 
cation in bulletin form. In speaking of the flora of the county, 
Dr. Porter stated that for rare specimens the Dillerville swamps 
appeared to be a veritable coast line, as it were. 

New York Academy of Sciences, Dec. 7, 1885. — The Egyp- 
tian origin of our alphabet, Dr Charles E. Moldenke.. 

Jan. 4. — Fungi inducing decay in timber (illustrated) ; Mr. P. 
H. Dudley. (Specimens were exhibited of " scaly lentinus," Len- 
tinus lepideus Fr. — the species of fungus so destructive to railway 
sleepers and timber of yellow pine (Pinus australis) in this vicinity. 

Boston Society of Natural History, Dec. 2. — Mr. Frank H. 
Cushing described an Indian naturalist, or some Zurii conceptions 
of animal and plant life; Mr. S. H. Scudder spoke of some recent 
important discoveries among the oldest fossil insects. 

Dec. 16. — W. O. Crosby, Notes on joint-structure. 

Jan. 6, 1885. — Frank H. Cushing, The mythology of the 
Zunis. 

Appalachian Mountain Club, Dec. 11, 1885. — Geodetic 
Observations from Moosilauke and Mansfield, Prof. E. C Picker- 
ing; The tripyramid slides of 1885, written by Rev. Alford 
A. Butler, and Notes on the region east of Wild river and south 
of the Androscoggin, written by Mr. A. L. Goodrich. 

Oct. 14. — Professor Gaetano Lanza, An ascent of Mount Gar- 
field ; M. V. B. Knox, Ph.D., Notes on the slide at Jefferson; 
Professor C. E. Fay, Was Chocorua the original Pigwacket? 

Nov. 11. — Professor William M. Davis on mountain meteor- 
ology. The following papers by Mr. E. B. Cook, were read: Round 
mountain; An excursion over Mounts Nancy, Anderson and 
Lowell. 



